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UNIVERSITYOF CONNECTICUTLAW PROFESSOR RECEIVES NATIONAL PRO 
BONO  AWARD FROM ABATAX SECTION 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C., January 27,  2005 -- The American Bar Association Section of 
Taxation recently presented its  annual Pro Bono Award to Hartford, Connecticutlawyer 
Diana L. Leyden, Associate Clinical  Professor at University of Connecticut School of 
Law, during a luncheon at the  section’s 2005 Midyear Meeting in San  Diego. 
 

The ABA Tax Section Pro Bono Award  is presented each year to an individual lawyer or 
law firm who has demonstrated  outstanding and sustained commitment to pro bono 
(free) legal services,  particularly with respect to federal and state tax law. 
 

“Diana Leyden’s efforts on behalf of low income  families bring honor to her and are in 
the best tradition of pro bono assistance by lawyers,” said Kenneth W. Gideon, Section 
Chair.  “We are proud to recognize her efforts  with this award.” 
 

Leyden, who received her law degree  from University of Connecticut School of Law in 
1982 and her LLM from GeorgetownUniversityLawCenterin 1984, has been actively 
involved  in pro bono activities throughout her legal career.   
 

As Director of the University of  Connecticut School of Law Tax Clinic, Leydentrains 
and supervises law students representing low-income taxpayers in federal  and state tax 
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controversies.  While  at the clinic, Leydensaw a need for more  families to have access 
to free tax preparation and increase their utilization  of the Earned Income Tax Credit 
(EITC). She led a coalition of community  organizations to form “Take Your Money 
Hartford”, a community-based partnership  program that works to assist eligible working 
families of Hartfordclaim the EITC  and increase their financial well being.   The 
successful Hartfordprogram grew into a statewide effort  to assist other communities in 
forming coalitions, establishing free tax  preparation sites and securing volunteers.  
 

“While there were times during my  private and government practice when I felt my work 
made a real difference in  someone’s life, it cannot compare to the number of times I feel 
that way doing  pro bono work.” said Leyden.  “I hope more and more tax lawyers get to  
experience the joy of pro bono work.” 
 

Upon graduating from law school,  Leydenserved as a clerk to the Honorable  Herbert 
Chabot, United State Tax Court.   Prior to joining the faculty of the LawSchool,  Leyden 
practiced tax law with Steptoe & Johnson, in Washington, D.C., and Day,  Berry 
&Howard, in Boston.   She also served as a both a hearing officer and a manager with the  
Massachusetts Department of Revenue Appeal and Review Bureau, as well as a  senior 
staff attorney with the Connecticut Department of Revenue Services Legal  Division. 
 

The American Bar Association  Section of Taxation has more than 20,000 tax lawyer 
members nationwide.  Its goals include helping taxpayers  better understand their rights 
and obligations under the tax laws and working to  make the tax system fairer, simpler 
and easier to  administer. 
 

The American Bar Association is the  largest voluntary professional membership 
organization in the world.  With more than 400,000 members, the  ABAprovides law  
school accreditation, continuing legal education, information about the law,  programs to 
assist lawyers and judges in their work, and initiatives to improve  the legal system for 
the public. 
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